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UK Blue Belt Programme (2016)
Protecting 4.2 million sq km of ocean by 2020 (63% UK waters)

2.8 million sq. km no-take zones (42% of UK waters)
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Great recent improvements in monitoring and 
enforcement

• 200 nautical miles, or out to a median line, off the coast of 
every state represents that state’s territorial seas. 

• Thanks to advances in satellite technology and 
international law (2016), it is now possible to monitor and 
enforce remote marine reserves without depending on 
patrol boats

• It also means costs of monitoring and enforcement are 
dramatically reducing
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Global Target (30%)
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Global mapping exercise to identify top priority sites for:
1) Protecting biodiversity 2) Producing more food 3) mitigating climate change

(Food Production)
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Sala & Giakoumi (2017) Cabral, Sala et al (2020)
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Irish coalition government has committed to 30x30, as has 
the EU’s 2030 Biodiversity Strategy

“We will realise our outstanding target of 10% under the Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive as soon as is practical and aim for 30% of marine protected areas by 2030.”

National Geographic Pristine Seas would be delighted to 
partner with Irish NGOs, fishing communities, scientists, TDs, 
local and national government to support Ireland in achieving 

30% marine protection by 2030
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